     Two years ago, I met Will Kraus when he came to my door campaigning  for office.  He asked if there was anything he could do and he probably didn’t realize I would keep him in a discussion on the needs of individuals with disabilities living in Lee’s Summit  for  the next 20 minutes .  Will said he would call back and much to my surprise he did call.  Since then, Will has been very supportive by participating in a meeting with Lee’s Summit administrators, parents and Longview Community College administrative staff to discuss opportunities for individuals 18-21 years of age in the college setting.  

     Last year, I called Will to request help in promoting the Lee’s Summit R-7 Job Olympics.  Will didn’t hesitate with a response.  He said “what do you need”.  He assisted in the advertising of the program by placing information in his press release.  

Will also attended the Job Olympics program talking with teachers, administrators and participants.  
     Will has demonstrated a genuine interest in learning about individuals with disabilities and how they are an integral part of our community.  I believe he is truly committed to assisting school personnel and parents integrate  individuals with special needs as an active citizen in the community. As a parent of a child with special needs, I appreciate everything Will has done and hope to work with him in the future. 

Michele Stalker-Hoffmann

